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It is with great sadness that | learnt of the departure of Professor Sir David Weatherall last weekend. He has left
an enormous set of his legacy including his own “Weatherall Institute of Molecular Medicine (WIMM), University of Oxford”
where | have humbly started my career nearly 20 years ago.

“Prof”, a nickname that all “IMM or later WIMM” people have called him, even we have had so many talented and
excellent Professors around in our Institute, but he is the only ultimate “Prof” of us all. “The Prof” of all Profs.

Personally | owed him my Doctor of Philosophy (D.Phil); the title that has made me who | am today since he was my
major examiner during my ‘viva’ examination at the final year in 2002 on the thesis title of “the regulation and expression
of both alpha and beta globin genes”.

During 3 full hours of our exam, Prof. was sharp, hitting to all my flaws with his clear mind and brilliant science
but kind to a decent Thai medical doctor who wants to do scientific research. This experience has been instrumental to
help shaping me as a clinical scientist and as a gentleman until today.

He passed my thesis with only minor corrections and this has made me more confident on my future as a “thalassaemologist”
since | have given a green light from Prof who was such a giant in “thalassaemia field” or probably the modern father of
thalassaemia.

| am sure that his life has touched so many and championed and supported various others not only in Oxfordor UK
but worldwide.

His approach to science, medicine, mentoring and most memorable his wits and sense of humor would befondly

remembered.
Heavenly “Prof” you be embraced.
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“Thalassemia: All New Hope”
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